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We are reminded today that our God is the God of the living because all of us are alive to God.
Whether we are alive in the body we see today or whether we have died and left this physical
body, we are alive to God. This is great news that we should celebrate this day and every day. As
Paul reminds us in Chapter 8 of Romans, nothing can separate us from the love of God.
While it is true that we do not really know what life after death looks like, and sometimes that
not knowing can be most frustrating, we can rest assured that we will be reunited with God and
with our loved ones when our time comes to cross over from this life to the next.
The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection or in life after death. Their questions and
examples were intended to trick Jesus into heresy and blasphemy. They wanted responses from
Jesus that could then be used to bring Jesus before the authorities and to get him out of their hair.
The Sadducees were the ones who studied the Torah diligently. They were the scholars who
could answer your religious questions. Jesus was an irritant because he was someone who
proposed different questions and different answers. Jesus expanded upon what was accepted as
true. Jesus asked people to consider a new way of thinking about God. To think about God as
active, living with us and involved with us in our daily life, and not as a God removed from us or
as a God who was done revealing to humans who God is.
We humans tend to be concrete thinkers. It is hard for most of us to imagine what we have not
seen or experienced. We tend to extrapolate from what we know. Truly original thoughts are not
the forte of most of us. We do, if we are so inclined, draw from things we have read or heard, but
truly original thoughts and concepts independent of what we have read and heard and
independent of ideas from our conversations with others are simply not that frequent in our lives.
So it is hard for us to really know what happens after our death. We simply don’t know what
heaven will be like because we don’t have anyone who has experienced heaven to tell us about
that experience.
The Sadducees questions then about whose wife the woman would be after marrying 7 brothers
with no children from any of them reflects this inability to imagine what life after death will be
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or even if Jesus would say there was life after death. The Sadducees focus on a practice of
levirate marriage. In the Jewish faith, generalizing here, it was extremely important to have
children. If you did not believe in life after death, then what was important is that you lived on
through your children. Your children carried on your name and their children carried on your
name and so forth. This is one reason that parents usually named their children with a name from
their family. That is a way of intentionally carrying on the memory of those who have died
before you. It is one way of celebrating life after death.
We humans want continuity. We want what we have known to carry on. It’s hard for us to let
something die. Some people have an incredible resistance to change, let alone acknowledging
and accepting that things have life cycles just as people do. We are dying from the moment of
our birth. What matters then is what we do between that moment of our birth and the moment of
our physical death. When it is time to give our eulogy, what will be said about you?
Institutions have life cycles, too. That includes churches. Indeed, in this last year, there have
been at least 3 nearby churches who closed. Note because their ministry was over but rather
because their members had gotten older and fewer and the ones remaining were less able to care
for the building. And because the buildings simply cost more than they had to maintain. I hope
those faithful remnant will find another place to worship as the work of the Lord is far from
over!
St. John’s is not exempt from a life cycle, which might one day include closing. I hope not - but
this depends in large part on you. Last week was the formal in-gathering of our pledges.
“Commitment Sunday” if you will. If you have not submitted your pledge, please prayerfully
discern what God is asking of you out of the abundance that God has given you.
In your opinion, how have we done in 2019? I hope so even as I know that our mission to be a
light to the world, to proclaim the good news of God in Jesus Christ, to care for the sick, the
lonely, and the needy is a work in progress and we can do better. Does your pledge reflect your
agreement, your Nielsen rating if you will, of how we, as a community of believers in Jesus
Christ, have done in fulfilling this mission? I can point to the many ways that I believe we have
done a good job – we have run a good race- in fulfilling our mission this year. What ultimately
matters though is not what I believe but what you believe. But what I believe and what I do may
be helpful to you in determining what you believe and how you act on that belief. What I believe
is that God, through Scripture, has called upon me to tithe. To give back a minimum of 1/10th of
my income, to continue the good work being done here at St. John’s.
Remember that you are St. John’s. You are the ones that express your faith in every activity and
interaction you have with those within these walls and with those outside these walls. Does your
pledge reflect your belief about our mission and the work we have done and we are doing to live
into that mission? I hope so. I pray so. My dream is that we continue to be financially selfsustaining so that we can continue to be disciples of a living God who wants the best for us. To
be lovers of a God who is with us regardless of our circumstances. To be known throughout this
community, our Diocese and even the world as ones who know that nothing can separate us from
the love of God. To be known as persons who give of our financial resources acknowledging that
all that we have and all that we are comes from God and what we return to God through our
financial support of St. John’s reflects a life being lived generously.
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A couple of weeks ago we asked you to participate in a discussion during Adult Education time
with the Pathways Team. The goal was to discuss what you love about St. John’s, what you
believe new people will love about St. John’s and how you see the church in 2039. The room
was full of energy and the discussions were terrific. The answers have been helpful already to the
Team as they consider how we might “Expand our Table and Enlarge our Walls.”
On November 24th, I ask you again to join us for more conversation at the Adult Education time
with the Team. This discussion will be about “Change Temperaments.” Each of us has a
particular preference for how change happens. Change is a given- what is variable is how each of
us reacts to or thinks about change. Basically there are 3 types of folks: conservators, pragmatists
and originators. I am a conservator: I am ok with change BUT I want it slowly and after a good
deal of thought. Pragmatists want lots of data and Originators are gung-ho change agents. We
need each type. But, in order for the Team to move forward in ways that honor St. John’s and
each of you, we need to know what types predominate here at St. John’s. That answer will help
drive the work the Team does – including how fast we move! Please come and add your voice to
the discussion. The Holy Spirit is on the move even as we want you to come along with us.
Just like the Sadducees asking questions to which they thought they knew the answer but it
turned out they didn’t, St. John’s is asking questions and we don’t yet know the answers. We
trust in a loving God. We trust in a Holy Spirit, a comforter and an advocate, who will be with us
to the end of the world as we strive to speak the Good News of God in Jesus Christ. Be with us
on this journey of exploration. See where you faith leads you as we move into 2020. Amen.
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