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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, O LORD, my
rock and my redeemer (Ps. 19:14).
Help us, O Lord, to learn
the truths thy word imparts:
to study that thy laws may be
inscribed upon our hearts.1
The “Ten Commandments”, known in Judaism as the “Ten Words” or “God’s Teachings” give
us a framework for our life with God and with neighbor. They are all about relationship. George
Stroup says that “one of the central convictions of Jewish and Christian faith is that human life is
to be lived before God and that such life has an order and structure.”2 We human beings
generally like order and structure, at least to a certain degree. We know that children function
better when parents set guidelines and keep to them. We know a certain number of hours of sleep
are imperative for children to function well in school. And, we are learning how important sleep
is for adults as well.
Order, rhythm, structure. Those concepts underlie our scripture readings this morning. The
readings help us learn the truths God’s word imparts and to so take God’s word into our hearts
that our actions and the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts become so
ingrained in our very being that we act without having to stop and consciously think about the
truths of our relationships with God and with neighbor.
The teachings of God as reflected in what we call the Ten Commandments lead to a life that is
best for us and best for our neighbor. They allow us to live free, even as that seems a bit of a
paradox given the translation from Hebrew into Latin in English and the repeated “you shall
not.” If we follow these teachings, we are freed from many of the sins which beset us: envy,
greed, anger, bitterness, sloth. We have a relationship with our neighbor that allows each of us to
flourish and to utilize our God given gifts in ways that promote the well-being of all of creation.
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We do not have to wonder, as many of us did as children, whether our parents – or God – love
our brother or sister more than our parents - or God – loves us.
John Calvin, the French theologian and pastor, said that the law has three uses: mirror, fence and
guide. The mirror shows us our sin, judges us and drives us to Christ. The fence helps us restrain
the spread of evil. As a guide, the law is a gift that helps us live life as a Christian.3
Jesus’ cleansing of the temple is a reminder that we need to consider our usual practices in light
of God’s redeeming love for us. One common reflection on this passage in the Gospel of John is
that Jesus opposed the money lenders for greed in overcharging people coming to the Temple
who needed to exchange their ordinary money for Temple money. Since ordinary money was
minted by the Roman Empire, it was unclean and thus could not enter the Temple. Thus, the
exchange was necessary for the person to purchase a sacrificial animal, enter the Temple and
receive God’s blessing.
Another reflection on this passage is that Jesus was reminding the people that the system of
sacrifice was no longer necessary.4 In John 1: 1-4 we read:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people.
Because Jesus is incarnate- God with us in human flesh- Jesus says the Temple is no longer
necessary as the place where God resides. God is in the world and nothing more is needed in
terms of building or a sacrificial system that uses animals or grains. For us, the idea that God
resides in a specific place and only in that place may seem strange. For us, the idea of having to
go up to Jerusalem (or fill in the location) to meet religious obligations seems strange. But for the
people of the time, that was how they understood God and their obligations to God.
In this as in so many other ways, Jesus upsets the apple cart and essentially says “look, there is a
new way. I am God in the flesh. Open your eyes. Those that have ears, listen. Think outside the
box.” What matters most is your relationship with God: I am the Lord your God. Have no other
gods besides me. What matters second is your relationship with all of creation: Honor your
mother and father. Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not covet or steal or bear false
witness. Do these things and you will live a life that is in accord with God’s love for you and this
life will free you to be the best that you can be.
You may have heard it before, and it is worth remembering. When you arrive in heaven, God
will not ask you why you were not more like Andrew or James or John or anyone other than you.
God will ask you why you were not more like you. God wants us to develop into persons who
live fully into the person that God has created us to be. And each of us is different- with different
gifts and talents that will take us our whole life to discover and live into. We need all our energy
and focus to develop into what God has created us to be. Living our lives coveting what others
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has, or stealing from them – or any other sin- is a waste of the love God has graciously and
endlessly bestowed upon us.
In Psalm 19 (v.7-8), we are reminded:
The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the decrees of the LORD are sure,
making wise the simple;
the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
It is imperative for our life as Christians that we remember that God’s teachings are designed to
help us live into the person that God wishes us to be. We are capable of living a fuller and more
fruitful life when we love God and love neighbor. So, too, for the church. When the church
focuses on loving God and loving neighbor, the church becomes what it is most possible: a
community that spreads the gospel to all with whom we come into contact. In the words of
William Watkins Reid, the author of the sequence hymn:
Help us, O Lord, to live
the faith which we proclaim,
that all our thoughts and words and deeds
may glorify thy name.
Amen.
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