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March 2012 
 

Lenten Sacrifice                  INTERIM RECTOR’S ARTICLE 

 

Most of us have spent our lives hearing about what this person or that one is giving up for Lent.  For some the idea of 

sacrifice, especially as we get older and “the spread” comes easier, is akin to forgoing something we probably shouldn’t eat 

the way we usually do with the secret hope of losing a few pounds.  I’m not trying to imply that we are shallow, but I’ve 

heard too many of those competitive conversations that suggest one person’s sacrifice is more sacrificial than another’s.   

Let me offer these remarks a different way.  The single thing that Jesus seems to have sacrificed is what modern 

psychology calls ego.  His own needs seem to have been eclipsed by what he understood to be the needs of others.  His 

own comfort was less important to him than the wholeness of those he encountered.  Conservative Christians would look 

to his crucifixion and claim that it was the ultimate sacrifice that reclaimed us from a God who demanded blood.  (Those 

theologians wouldn’t say it this way, but that’s what it boils down to.)   I haven’t enough pages to offer a rebuttal about 

that understanding of God.  Suffice it to say that his willingness to offer his own life was a culmination and continuation of 

a life of self-giving love.  The stories in the Gospels, one after another, demonstrate such self-offering.  Any sacrificial act 

we engage during this Lenten season needs to draw us closer to this self-giving, self-offering love.  I know giving up 

chocolate or pizza feels like a sacrifice to me, but after all is said and done, such action would be more about me than it 

would be about Jesus and his pattern of love.   

Let me suggest some actions that might be more in keeping with the loving, sacrificial life Jesus has offered us as a pattern 

for our own humanity.  We could convert our sacrifice into the commodity that can become an idol for us: money.  I’ll offer 

two suggestions in another article—Episcopal Relief and Development and our diocesan project in Mithon, Haiti—that can 

be as costly and sacrificial as we are willing to make them.  We might also fill up our time, potentially another idol in our 

fast-paced and always-busy society.  We can devote more time daily to prayer, trying to pray in ways we haven’t.  If 

meditation is easy for us we can take on the praying of a daily office, morning or evening prayer in longer or shorter form.  

After all, we are people of the Book of Common Prayer intended particularly for that – common prayer.  If we already pray 

a daily office, but haven’t spent time in quiet, we might listen more carefully to what we read in the daily office lectionary.  

We can take hold of a word or phrase that grabs us and causes us to take notice.  It can become the focus around which 

we offer some time in meditation, chewing on how it might just be for us an invitation from God to go deeper or gain new 

insight.  Still another time sacrifice could involve offering our energy and talent for another.  There might be someone in 

the neighborhood who needs us to pay attention, do some chores, or spend some time.  There may be an organization 

where we can channel efforts and energies for the sake of others.  All of these, especially as we reflect on their relationship 

to the life Jesus modeled for us, bring us closer to an ideal of sacrifice worthy of our Lenten observance.   

By the time you read this, Lent will have begun.  That doesn’t mean wait ‘til next year.  Thirty some odd days will go just as 

far as forty in enabling us to conform our lives to the loving and sacrificial life of the One who came to demonstrate to us 

how our lives can have meaning and joy.  Practice a holy Lent through the nature of your sacrifice and experience the 

transformation such behavior is intended to nurture.                                                              Fr. Dave Ferner + 
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Sacrificial Giving – Two Suggestions  
There are multiple ways you might give sacrificially this 
Lenten season.  Here are two you might consider:  
 

Episcopal Relief and Development: our church’s 
instrument to meet the challenges of emergency 
assistance and programmatic development here and 
around the world.  For those who remember mite boxes 
and find them a helpful reminder, we have some available.  
This often has meaning for children who may gather round 
your table.  More significantly, your gift to ERD can be 
given generally or earmarked for a specific project.  (For 
example, Betty and I give for a micro-finance loan at 
Christmas in honor of siblings and friends.)  This Lent, our 
Presiding Bishop, Katherine Jeffers Shori, has commended 
ERD giving to us as way to offer sacrificially.  (People giving 
to this effort can take their lead from the back of the 
devotional booklet or by passing your gift through St. 
John’s, marking your gift ERD.  If you choose to support a 
specific project—we have a couple ERD catalogues you can 
peruse—it might be best to do it directly.)   
 

Mithon in Haiti:  Episcopal Cathedrals have adopted the 
Haitian Cathedral in Port au Prince for their rebuilding 
project.  Many Episcopal dioceses have adopted a church 
or two to be the recipient of benevolence toward the 
rebuilding of churches, schools, and clinics.  The Diocese of 
Indianapolis has adopted St. Andre’s, Mithon.  Mithon is a 
village west-southwest of Port au Prince, very close to the 
epicenter of the devastating earthquake of two years ago.  
A more substantial central church and school as well as 
buildings (serving as schools and chapels) scattered about 
the mountainous countryside were destroyed by the 
earthquake.  Our cathedral has pledged a matching of 
$20,000 for money raised throughout the diocese to assist 
in the rebuilding of St. Andre’s church, school, and more 
rural buildings.  Early next month a group from our diocese 
will be visiting the children and community of St. Andre’s, 
Mithon, deepening relationships among people here and 
there.  (People giving to this effort can pass their gifts 
through St. John’s, marking your check St. Andre’s, 
Mithon, or both.) 
 

Lenten Devotion Booklets 
 

In the narthex and on the credenza you will find the 
Lenten Devotional Booklets prepared by Episcopal Relief 
and Development.  While these booklets encourage us to 
give to ERD, they are designed to offer us a daily 
opportunity to experience insight or challenge in our 
Lenten journey.  Pick up one, at first, per household.  After 
a couple of weeks, if an extra would make it easier for 
those in your house to keep up, pick up another, if 
available.  (One year, a family kept one on the nightstand 
and another in the bathroom.  Another couple; each had 
one at their respective offices using it over lunch or coffee 
break.)    

 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

We will be updating our prayer list shortly. Please submit 
a prayer request form by March 7th for anyone you would 
like to be added to the new prayer list. If there is 
someone on the current prayer list for whom you would 
like continued prayers, please submit an updated form. 
Prayer request forms may be found in the church office 
and also on the credenza. 

 

 
Welcome Back, Canon Debra! 
 

We are pleased to welcome back The Rev. Debra 
Kissinger, Canon for Transition Ministries and 
Leadership Development. On Sunday February 26th 
she will meet with the Search Committee after the 
10:30am service.  Then on March 18th there will be 
one service at 9:30am followed by a potluck brunch 
and a Congregational Summit.  Please contact Elaine 
Pickering at 362-8163 or elainepickering@yahoo.com, 
or Susan Albrecht at 361-0036 or 
susiequsie23@sbcglobal.net to indicate what food 
item you plan to bring. 

 

 

Schedule of Services During March 
 

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am 
 

Wednesday Eucharist: 12:15pm & 6:30pm 
 
 

 
Lay Pastoral Visitors call upon St. John’s members 

who are in hospitals, nursing homes or are homebound.  It 
involves short visits to help keep them connected to St. John’s.  
This is a ministry of listening and does not involve taking home 
Communion, food, gifts, or tending to other needs.  These 
issues are addressed by other groups in the church.  If you 
would be interested in this kind of ministry, contact Adrienne 
Ashbaugh (362-6845) or Don and Ruth Black (794-4783) for 
more information. 
 
 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday 9am – noon 
 

Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 8:30am – 3:30pm 
 

 

 

Father Dave is available on Wednesdays from 11:00am until 

5:00pm and by appointment, as well as on Sundays.  Contact 

him either by phone at (317) 736-7889 (home) or (317) 690-

2799 (cell) or by email at drferner47@gmail.com to schedule 

an appointment.   

 

mailto:elainepickering@yahoo.com
mailto:susiequsie23@sbcglobal.net
mailto:drferner47@gmail.com
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St. John’s Search Committee  

The Vestry is pleased to announce that the Search 

Committee has been formed!  This Committee is 

tasked with reviewing candidates for Rector and 

keeping the congregation apprised of appropriate 

information during the search process.  Committee 

members are Susan Albrecht, Ellen Ball, Steve 

Charles, Sue Fain, Jim Suren, Dylan Thomas, and 

Cindy Turner. 
 

NOTES OF ENCOURAGEMENT are appreciated for 
the following people: 
 

 Ginny Dawson – 106 Marshall St. 
 Linda & Claude Johnson – 215 Vermont St. 
 Ann Lebedeff – 1613 E. Union St. 
 Peg Millbern – 1597 Martha’s Court 

 Barb & Jim Taylor – 335 Schenck Rd. 

 Dave & Jerilyn Yerkes – 615 W. Pike St. 

 Nancy Yount – PO Box 417, Darlington, IN  47940 
 

Thank you,  Barb Easterling & Adrienne Ashbaugh  
Pastoral Care Committee 

 

ADULT FORUM is held from 9:15-10:15am on Sunday 

mornings. Currently, Fr. Dave is leading us through 
conversations about who we are as the body of Christ at St. 
John’s and who we desire to be as we move forward into the 
future.  Please join us for this time of discernment. 

 
CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

Sunday School for ages 3 through 5th grade meets on 
Sunday mornings from 9:15am-10:15am and child 
care for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers is 
available from 9am-11:30am. If anyone above 
grade five is interested in having a class, please 
contact Jane Gallagher at 362-2085 or 
ljgallagher@accelplus.net. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES DURING LENT 
 

During Lent a brief 6:30pm Wednesday evening Eucharist will 
be followed by a simple supper of soup and bread and will 
include conversation about the "prayer Jesus taught us.”  
Homilies at the mid-week services will focus on portions of that 
prayer. 
 

A sign-up sheet is in Whitlock Hall for those who are willing to 
provide soup, bread, or cookies/dessert.  For questions, or for 
an alternate method of volunteering, contact Susan Albrecht 
(361-0036; susiequsie23@sbcglobal.net) or Elaine Pickering 
(362-8163; elainepickering@yahoo.com).               

 

 

UNDER ONE ROOF COMING MARCH 17 
 

Registration is now open at the Diocesan website, 
www.indydio.org/registrations, for Under One Roof, 
which is being held on Saturday, March 17 on the 
campus of Christian Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis. This event will offer a variety of 
workshops and practical helps for parish ministry, 
designed for anyone who wants to explore and 
enhance ministries in their congregation and 
community.  The Rev. Canon Chuck Robertson will 
keynote the event with a presentation called "The 
Barnabas Principle--Newcomer Recruitment, New 
Leader Development, and Becoming a Church for 
the Community.”  Workshops at Under One Roof 
include topics such as: 
 

 Conflict Management  
 Parish Risk Management 
 Global Mission  
 Leadership Development 
 Financial Planning  
 "Middle Earth, the Middle Way, Mid-

December---Watching The Hobbit Through 
the Lens of Faith" 

 

And many more!  Don’t miss this exciting 
opportunity – sign up today! 
 
 

Montgomery County Women’s Lenten Breakfasts 

begin with breakfast at 8:00am followed by the program 

from 8:30-9:45am.  Child care is provided. 
 

Feb 25 First Church of the Nazarene (213 W. Wabash) 

  Speaker: Pastor Mark Roberts 

March 3 Mace Methodist (5581 US136E) 

  Speaker: Jody Burks 

March 10 Parkersburg Christian (83 W 1150S) 

  Speaker:  Donna Orwig 

March 17 Crossroads Community (117 E St. Rd 234 

@ US 231S); Speaker: Duane Carey 

March 24 Christ Lutheran (300 W South Blvd.) 

  Speaker: Pastor Seth Stultz 

*March 31 St. John’s Episcopal (212 S. Green St.) 

  Speaker:  Pastor Marilyn Couger 

April 7 Women are invited to join the Men’s 

Lenten Breakfast beginning at 7:30am 

at St. Bernard Catholic Church. 
 

* Volunteers from St. John’s are needed for March 31
st
 

to provide food, help decorate, cook breakfast, and 

clean up. Please contact Kim Roberts (364-1725), Mary 

Angela Cooley (362-0269) or Susie Smith (362-7012) to 

sign up. 

mailto:ljgallagher@accelplus.net
mailto:susiequsie23@sbcglobal.net
mailto:elainepickering@yahoo.com
http://www.indydio.org/registrations


4 
 

 
VESTRY & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  
Remember that the Executive Committee now meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm and Vestry 
meets on the third Wednesday at 7pm. 
 
Are you computer savvy?  St. John’s needs assistance 

getting one of our computers set up to access our 

wireless internet.  If you can help, please contact Jim 

Suren at 794-4710 or jsuren60@gmail.com.  

 
DEADLINE for submission of Newsletter articles for 
April is Tuesday, March 20.  Please email articles to 
the church at stjohnscville@gmail.com or contact the 
church office at 362-2331.   
 
FIVE ECO-FRIENDLY TIPS  
 

 Replace toxic home cleaners with a mixture of 
baking soda and vinegar.  Or use another 
organic all natural cleaner. 

 

 When packing your lunch, use reusable 
containers instead of plastic and paper bags. 

 

 Save money and electricity/gas by turning your 
heat down a few degrees.  Your heating bill will 
thank you, too! 

 

 Donate your old towels to a local animal shelter. 
 

 Use major appliances (washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, etc.) during off peak hours to save 
some money. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOOKING AHEAD…. 
 

Mark your calendars for our traditional Easter Brunch 
Celebration on Easter Sunday, April 8th! 
 
Showering the Kitchen… No, we are not going to 
hose it down, but we will be having a ‘needs and 
wants’ shower this spring.   Keep in mind what you 
use in your kitchen that we always seem to run out of 
here as well as welcoming items such as pretty 
napkins, nice plastic forks, paper plates and cups 
(please, no Styrofoam), etc.  
 

Additionally, we will hold a bake sale to raise funds 
for new tablecloths.   Think of your best recipe and 
bring it dressed in its finest for this project.  Oh, by the 
way, this is NOT a women's only project.  I know we 
have some fantastic cooks out there among our men!  
 

Stay tuned for more details!  
- Elaine Pickering, St. Martha & Andrew Guild 

 
The Episcopal Women’s Ministries Spring Luncheon 
will meet Saturday April 14 at St. Paul’s in 
Indianapolis.  The title for the panel discussion will be 
“Hot Topics: Issues and Answers about General 
Convention, the Triennial Meeting, and the John P. 
Craine House.” Additional information will be 
available shortly. 
 
The 2012 Episcopal Church Women’s Conference is 
being held in South Bend April 27-28.  The theme is 
Interdependence Days – Sisters in Spirit Moving 
Toward Mission. For more information, contact 
Christina_nevill@hotmail.com or (219) 309-5635 or 
the church office. 
 
Planning for the 77th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church in the US, meeting in Indianapolis at 
Victory Field July 2-12, 2012, is well underway.  
Volunteers go to www.generalconvention.org to 
register. Kim Smith is the contact at the Diocese and 
she may be reached at smith@indyio.org or 800-669-
5786 or 317-926-5454.   
 

mailto:jsuren60@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnscville@gmail.com
mailto:Christina_nevill@hotmail.com
http://www.generalconvention.org/
mailto:smith@indyio.org
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ST. JOHN’S FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

The following condensed Financial Statement and Fund Balances are being published to keep 

parishioners apprised of our financial status.  A detailed financial statement showing all account 

activity and balances has been reviewed and approved by the Vestry, and is available upon request.  

Thanks to John Culley for accepting the position of treasurer for St. John’s effective January 1, 

2012.  John has completed a thorough review of the 2011 financial records and has implemented 

use of the ACS accounting software. 

 

Ed Fain 

Financial Chairperson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2011 Budget 2011 Actual 2012 Budget 2012 YTD Jan

Revenues

Tithes and Offerings 104,277$         114,963$         101,019$         9,387$             

Interest and Other Income 4,230$             2,607$             2,800$             151$                

Total Revenues 108,507$         117,570$         103,819$         9,538$             

Expenses

Clergy & Staff Compensation 86,515$           85,125$           79,074$           4,697$             

Office, Building, & Utilities 23,073$           24,743$           29,856$           2,334$             

Adult & Youth Education 200$                609$                200$                -$                    

Fellowship, Worship, & Music 700$                1,319$             1,800$             304$                

Total Outreach 22,750$           21,165$           22,773$           1,577$             

Total Expenses 133,238$         132,961$         133,703$         8,911$             

Operating Income/(Loss) (24,731)$         (15,391)$         (29,884)$         626$                

St. John's Revenue & Expense

Fund 12/31/2011 1/31/2012

Church Operating 18,433$           11,135$           

Building 3,522$             7,779$             

Rector's Discretionary 362$                1,040$             

Youth Pilgrimage 9,190$             8,347$             

Columbarium 645$                1,169$             

Memorial 1,991$             3,874$             

Family 36,703$           37,111$           

Outreach 13,380$           14,286$           

Endowment 9,692$             10,020$           

Restricted 219$                219$                

Total 94,137$           94,980$           

St. John's Fund Balances
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SUNDAY SERVERS: March 2012 
 

 

Date/ 
Time 

Lector 
Lay Eucharistic 

Minister(s) 
Crucifer/ 

Acolyte(s) 
Greeters Altar Guild Offering Tally 

Altar 
Flowers 

Coffee Hour 
Host 

Mar. 4th 
8:00am 

Adrienne 
Ashbaugh 

Adrienne Ashbaugh Peter Swanson  
Betty Culley 

Meegan 
Reidy 

Tom Twarek  
Susan 

Albrecht 
LENT 

 

Mar. 4th 
10:30am 

Sue Fain 
Marc Hudson 
Dan Booher 

Steve Charles/  
CJ Charles & Kristen 

Albrecht 

John & Betty 
Culley 

Susan & 
Brian 

Albrecht 

Mar. 11th 
8:00am 

Judy Wynne Larry Baumgardner Elaine Pickering  
Sheila Evans 

Jane 
Gallagher 

Ellen Ball  
Vern 

Easterling 
LENT 

 

Mar. 11th 
10:30am 

Helen Hudson 
Barbara Penney 
Elaine Pickering 

Chris Redmaster/ 
Ben Green & Logan 

Long 
Ed & Sue Fain 

Judy Wynne 

Mar. 18th 
9:30am 

Mary Angela 
Cooley 

John & Betty Culley 
Randy Pickering/ 

Joe Green & Larry 
Baumgardner 

Vern & Barb 
Easterling 

Jerilyn 
Yerkes 
Terry 

Lawrence 

Cindy Smith 
Barb 

Easterling 
LENT 

 
Nancy 

Bennett 

Mar. 25th 
8:00am 

Barbara 
Penney 

Barbara Penney Diane Ault  
CJ Charles 

Cyndy Fields 
Nancy Bennett 
John Roberts 

LENT 

 

Mar. 25th 
10:30am 

Barb 
Easterling 

Meribeth Kussmaul 
Vern Easterling 

Paul Moehling/ 
Kristen Albrecht & 
Elaine Pickering 

Jo Tussey and 
Nancy Yount 

Elaine & 
Randy 

Pickering 
 

Meals on Wheels: March 1 Sam & Susie Hildebrand  March 8 John Gibbs & Bud Murray 

   March 15 Carole Meyer & Terry Lawrence March 22 Jerry & Cindy Smith 

   March 29 Jim & Susie Smith/Alex Lebedeff 

If you are unable to serve as scheduled, please find a substitute and contact the church office as soon as possible so we can keep the schedule 

up-to-date.  Thank you!  
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MARCH 2012  
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

 

Mon 9am - noon 
 

Tues, Wed & Thurs 
8:30am – 3:30pm 

 

To schedule an apt. with 
Fr. Dave contact him by 
phone at (317) 736-7889 
(home) or (317) 690-2799 
(cell) or by email at 
drferner47@gmail.com.  
 

  
 

1  
7am Men’s Bible Study 
 
OFFICE CLOSED (?) 
 
7pm Choir Practice 

2  

  

3 
8am Women’s Lenten 
Breakfast at Mace 
Methodist Church 

4  SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
8am & 10:30am Eucharist 
 

9:15am Adult Forum & 
Sunday School 

 

5  
 
 

6  
  

7  7:30 Centering Prayer 
 
 

12:15pm  Eucharist 
 

 
6:30pm Eucharist,  Soup 
Supper & conversation  

 

8  
7am Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7pm Choir Practice 

9  
 

10  
8am Women’s Lenten 
Breakfast at Parkersburg 
Christian Church 

11 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
8am & 10:30am Eucharist 
 

9:15am Adult Forum & 
Sunday School 
 

12   
 

 
 

13  
 
 
 
 
7pm Exec. Committee 

14 7:30 Centering Prayer 
 

12:15pm  Eucharist 
 
6:30pm Eucharist,  Soup 
Supper & conversation  

 

 

15  
7am Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7pm Choir Practice 

16  
 

 

17  
8am Women’s Lenten 
Breakfast at Crossroads 
Community Church 

18  FOURTH SUN. IN LENT 
 

9:30am Eucharist; brunch 
&  Cong. Summit with 
CANON DEBRA 
 

NO Adult Forum or 
Sunday School 

19  
 
 
 

20  
 

DEADLINE FOR APRIL 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 

21 7:30 Centering Prayer 
 

12:15pm  Eucharist 
 
 

6:30pm Eucharist, Soup 
Supper & conversation 
 

7pm Vestry 

22  
7am Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7pm Choir Practice 

23  
 

24  
8am Women’s Lenten 
Breakfast at Christ 
Lutheran Church 
 

25  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

8am & 10:30am Eucharist 
 

9:15am Adult Forum & 
Sunday School 

26  
 

27  
 

 28 
 

 29 
 

 30 
 

31  
8:00am  Women’s Lenten 
Breakfast at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church – 
Whitlock Hall 
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