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201 4 Annual Parish Meeting Agenda  

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 

January 2 6, 201 4 

 

ü Call to order with prayer  

ü Election of Clerk  

ü 201 3 Annual Meeting  Minutes  (Motion/Accept or Amend)  

ü Outgoing Vestry ð Celebration and  Thanks  

ü Changes In Leadership of Ministry Teams  

ü Proposed Amendment to Bylaws re Absentee Ballots ( Motion/ Vote)  

ü Election  of Vestry and  Convention Delegate s 

ü Review of 201 3 Ministry Team  and Other Reports  

ü 201 3 Year- End Financials  (Information Only)  

ü 201 4 Budget  (Information Only ; Provided Separately ) 

ü Other Business  

Á Amendment to Building U se policy (Information Only)  

Á Expectations of the Vestry (Information Only)  

Á Leadership Changes in Ministry Teams  

ü Adjourn  

 

(The new Vestry will m eet in the Library immediately following dismissal ) 
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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting January 27, 2013 

 

Reverend Jan Oller opened the meeting, which was held directly after the conclusion of the 9:00 Worship 

Service. She noted that the annual report was posted on the church website to conserve resources, but that paper 

copies were available on the tables. Jane Gallagher was elected as clerk of the annual meeting, 2013. The 

minutes from the 2012 meeting were approved. The outgoing Vestry members, Chas Cooksey, Barb Easterling 

(Clerk), Paul Moehling (absent), and Jane Gallagher were recognized. The retiring Vestry members and Clerk 

reaffirmed their commitment to St. Johnôs, and promised to positively and constructively support the newly 

elected Vestry.  

 

The nominations for Vestry, Convention Delegates, and Convention Alternates were read as follows: 

 Vestry- Mary Angela Cooley 

  Meegan Reidy 

  Kim Roberts 

  Cindy Turner 

  Barbara Brookie White 

 Convention Delegates-  

  Marikay Stultz 

  Tom Twarek 

 Convention Alternates-  

  Mark Kussmaul 

  Meribeth Kussmaul. 

 

Sixty voting church members had received ballots as they signed in prior to the meeting. Votes were cast, then 

collected and counted by Barb Easterling, Chas Cooksey, and Jim Suren. Following the count, it was announced 

that the Class of 2013 Vestry Members are Meegan Reidy, Kim Roberts, and Cindy Turner. The Convention 

Delegates are Marikay Stultz and Tom Twarek. Convention Alternates are Mark and Meribeth Kussmaul 

 

Committee Chairmen were given the opportunity to review their reports or to make comments: 

 

Altar Guild - Betty Culley thanked all who helped with Altar Guild throughout the year.  She asked people to 

contact her if they would like to serve on the Altar Guild. She pointed out the flower signup sheet, reminding 

people that they would reminded the week before their flower date. She thanked those who donated to 

Christmas and Easter flower funds. 

Christian Ed- Reverend Oller explained the upcoming studies for the adult forum.  

Columbarium-Reverend Oller reported that the Columbarium policies and procedures are now posted on the 

church website and that hard copies are also available. Sam Hildebrand chairs that committee. 

Financial Report- Ed Fain noted that his report differed from that of John Culleyôs because his had been 

completed before updated information was available.  

Gratitude - Ed Fain announced that Dan Booher would be the Chairman for the 2013 Financial Campaign. 

Liturgy - John Culley requested that people interested in being Acolytes or Crucifer during morning worship 

contact him, as those positions need more people. Training will be available. 

Outreach- The committee will meet on Thursday, January 31, at 4:00 in Whitlock Hall. Anyone interested in 

working with outreach is invited. 

Pledge Secretary- Cindy Smith thanked the people who had been counters. She also directed people to check 

the church directory sheets and make needed updates. 

Search Committee- Sue Fain thanked the people of Saint Johnôs for the prayers and support given during the 

search for the Priest in Charge. 

Shepherding- Judy Spencer thanked the people who attended the Cottage Meetings and invited people to attend 

the Monday, January 28th meeting at Reverend Janôs home if they havenôt been able to attend one. She noted 

that Meegan Reidy will be the upcoming chairman of Shepherding with Kitty Haffner assisting. 
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Saint Marthaôs and St. Andrewôs- Susan Albrecht reported that this committee has been divided back into 

two separate committees: St. Andrewôs/St. Marthaôs Kitchen Committee and Parish Life. Susan will chair 

Parish Life and Dylan Thomas and Chas Cooksey will chair St. Andrewôs/St.Marthaôs. Mary Angela Cooley 

requested that people sign up for coffee hour. 

 

John Culley presented the 2012 Year-end financial report and the 2013 Budget. He thanked those members 

who stepped up and made three year pledges. St. Johnôs finances had ended 2012 better than was expected. He 

explained the new budget, which is attached to this report. He reiterated that just because money is budgeted, it 

is not a mandate to spend it. It is there if needed. He pointed out that the initial costs and expenditures with 

respect to the real property of St. Johnôs are not available, as the records had not been kept from when the 

church was started. Reverend Oller thanked John Culley and the Finance Committee for their work. She noted 

that although the budget shows a deficit of $9500, we are in comparatively good shape, that other local churches 

are also making the same kinds of budget cuts, and raising usage fees. She also shared her appreciation for the 

Diocese, as the payment we make for apportionments comes back to the church in the form of a grant, payment 

of health insurance premiums, programming, and outreach.  

 

Reverend Oller entertained a motion for adjournment, which was made by Susie Hildebrand and seconded by 

Chas Cooksey. Following the meeting, a potluck brunch and a slideshow presentation of recent church 

activities, made by Steve Charles were enjoyed.     Submitted: Jane Gallagher 
 

2014 Annual Report of Priest-in-Charge 

The winter storm that brought us all to a stop the beginning of January, 2014, had its benefits: time to ponder 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
2013 with many things to celebrate: 

¶ We hosted Confirmation with 26 persons from our Deanery committing their lives to Christ. 

¶ We baptized Annie Brock, reminding us that baptism is our beginning as members of the body of Christ. 

 

¶ We re-started Education for Ministry (EfM).  

¶ We provided gifts ς needs and wants- for 60 children in Montgomery County through the Reindear 
Project. 

¶ Our financial position continues to improve with a reduction in expenses and an increase in pledges.   

¶ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦƻƻŘΣ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘƛǘŜ 9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ the ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎΤ ǘƘŜ 
ά²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǊŜέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΤ a Summer Porch Party at the Hesters; an Indians ballgame; 
and enjoying our own parishioners in local theater productions and so much sharing- structured and 
ŎŀǎǳŀƭΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀǘ ŀ ²ŀōŀǎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΚ 
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¶ Ministry to the community continued by providing a welcoming location for many groups to meet 
including, but not limited to, the Youth Service Bureau, the League of Women Voters, NAMI, and 
various events hosted by parish members.  ²Ŝ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ 
to make our community more accessible. We continued our participation in Meals on Wheels, bringing 

food to those who are homebound.   

¶ The Christmas Pageant brought and laughs as angels, sheep and others wandered about. Where did all 
the children come from?  

¶ Christmas Eve included a wonderful informal service in Whitlock Hall and a more formal traditional 

candlelight service in the sanctuary.           

¶ Centering Prayer (Wednesday at 7:30 am) and Midweek Eucharist (Wednesday at 12:15 pm) continue 
to provide regular additional worship opportunities. All are welcome!  

 
 
 
 

¶ Adult Christian Formation watched and read and talked as we continued to learn and to deepen our 

faith.  

¶ hǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ continued telling the foundational stories of our faith. We began an 
ecumenical effort with Wabash Avenue Presbyterian and Christ Lutheran. We were blessed during 2013 
with stability in our nursery workers!  

 

 
¶ Our Lay Eucharistic Visitors were out and about taking communion to those who are not able to be with us 
ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ 
to be with us that they are still part of our community.           
 
These are only a few of the many worship and ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
members participate. Through these ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
beacon to Crawfordsville, to Montgomery County and the wider world of 
what is possible when we live as followers of Jesus Christ and when we bear 
witness to the ability to disagree and yet remain together.  
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None of this would be possible without you. Your presence is criticaƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ  
As we move into 2014, we continue to have significant challenges: 
 

 How are we to go forward as witnesses to the love of Christ in this place and time? Where is your 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ by trying something new ς or putting 
something down? Using the model of the Vestry, lŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ ǎƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
may be raised up to try their wings. 

 Where might we reach out to our community or enhance existing ministries? Are there ministries 
that we might explore that involve our brothers and sisters in other churches or ministries in the 
area? The Pathways to Vitality project is one way we are trying something new by thanking our first 
responders. Please join us at one or more of the luncheons that will give back, albeit in a small way, 
to those that put their lives on the line every day so that we may live in a safe community and have 
emergency help when needed. 

 What else do we need to do to become financially self-sustaining by 2015? Why do only about two-
thirds of our regular attenders pledge? How do we promote a response based upon gratitude? 

 ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΚ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ {ǘΦ 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ Ǉart of Crawfordsville, Montgomery County and the wider 
world. Let us bless the Lord!                         -Rev. Jan Oller                

 

         2013 PAROCHIAL REPORT DATA  

Members reported in 2013: 139 

#1 Increases during the year:  10 

#2 Decreases during the year: 28 

M11 Total Active Baptized Members = 139 

#3 All communicants in good standing* = 139 
*All baptized members of the reporting congregation who ñhave received Holy Communion at least three times 

during the preceding yearò and are faithful ñin corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented,ò and ñin 

working, praying and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God.ò 

#4 Communicants (counted in #3) in good standing who are under 16 = 11 

#5 Others = 0 

#6 Sunday average attendance = 71 

#7 Easter Sunday attendance = 96 

#8 Total Sunday Eucharist services = 100 

#9 Total weekday Eucharist services = 23 

#10 Total private Eucharist services = 16 

#11 Daily Offices held on Sunday = 0 

#12 Daily Offices held on weekdays =8 

#13 Marriages conducted in 2013 = 0 

#14 Burials conducted in 2013 = 1  

#15 Baptisms 16 years and older = 0  

#16 Baptisms under 16 years of age = 1 

#17 Confirmations 16 years and older = 1  

#18 Confirmations under 16 years of age = 0 

#19 Received by a Bishop = 0 

#20 Total church school students enrolled = 6 
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One way people may serve. They meet as needed. 
 

Education: Plans religious formation (education) for adults, youth, and children.  
 

Finance: Helps make the budget, interacts with the Gratitude Team, and performs bookkeeping tasks.  
 

Gratitude Team: Works with the Finance Team and Vestry to encourage the giving of time, talents, and 

resources by parishioners so that the needs of the church are met. 
 

Liturgy: Works with the priest to plan worship services. Types of services may include traditional, healing 

and/or Taizé services.  Members train acolytes, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, lectors, and Crucifers.   
 

Outreach: Organizes and carries out giving to the community, Diocese, and the world.  Helps decide areas 

where needs occur and publicizes appeals. 
 

Parish Life:   Organizes and offers opportunities for parish-wide gatherings or outings outside of St. Johnôs 

building and grounds. 

 

Pastoral Care: Works to provide for the needs of parishioners in times of sickness, family loss, etc. Includes 

planning support, calling parishioners for donations of food, time, or transportation, and communicating needs 

for prayer support. 
 

Property:  Works to maintain the physical plant of the church, including upkeep, inspections, security, cleaning, 

and outside maintenance. 

 

Shepherding:  Each shepherd has a ñflockò of parishioners.  Shepherds maintain contact with their flock, and 

sends cards for birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays.   
 

St. Martha  and St. Andrewôs Guild: Plans coffee hour and special meals that occur at St. Johnôs. 

Worship Leader Opportunities   
 

Acolytes: Light the candles at worship service, and aid in getting the altar ready for Eucharist. 
 

Altar Guild: Teams take turns preparing the Altar for communion each Sunday and for special services.  

Training is given so that members know what is expected of them. 
   
Choir:  Choirmaster and organist Jerilyn Yerkes leads the choir.  Practices are on Thursday at 7:00 pm during 

the school year. 
 

Crucifer: Carries the Cross for services and assists the priest in setting the table for Eucharist. 
 

Greeters: Welcome people as they enter the church on Sundays.  Present the Communion Elements (bread and 

wine) to the priest, and collect the offering.  Following the service they inspect and pick up items from the pews 

and lock the doors. 



 

 P
a

g
e9

 
P

a
g
e9

 

 

Lay Eucharistic Minister s: Participate in church services, helping to serve the Eucharist.  
 

Lectors:  Read the scripture and prayers during Sunday services.    
 

Offering Tally: A team of two people count and record the offering following the Sunday services.  
 

Visiting Lay Eucharistic Minister s: Take the Eucharist to those who canôt attend services.  

   
Altar Guild Report  

Every week during the 2013 church year, St. Johnôs Altar Guild members, in teams of two, met faithfully on a 

Friday or Saturday to prepare for St. Johnôs 8 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday worship services.  In addition, during the 

teamôs assigned week, they may have readied the sanctuary for a special church ceremony.  Altar Guild 

members prepared for Advent, Lent, and Easter in conjunction with our Priest in Charge.  Cyndy Fields 

performed Altar Guild duties each week for the Wednesday Mid-Week Service at 12:15.  

 

Altar Guild members polished the silver and brass, laundered and ironed the linens, set out the wine and bread, 

and replenished the candles with liquid wax.  This year, new brass altar candles were purchased and a matching 

set of Eucharistic pottery for Lenten services.  Meegan Reidy baked communion bread and Susie Hildebrand 

furnished gluten-free wafers.  Carole Meyer faithfully laundered the Fair Linen which covers the altar.  The 

carpeting around the altar may have needed wax drippings removed, and one of our dear members did that.  

Each week, an Altar Guild member contacted parishioners to remind them of their donation of altar flowers for 

the coming Sunday.   

 

Delightfully, members met for breakfast twice this year and enjoyed sharing their Altar Guild experiences and 

knowledge.  After one breakfast, they cleaned and polished the pews and floors in the sanctuary. There is a 

wonderful camaraderie among Altar Guild members to serve St. Johnôs and help each other.  We welcome new 

members to be in training with a team. 

 

A huge THANK YOU to these members of Altar Guild for their continued service: C. J. Charles, Betty Culley, 

Sheila Evans, Cyndy Fields, Jane Gallagher, Terry Lawrence, Carole Meyer, Meegan Reidy, Jo Tusssey and 

Jerilyn Yerkes     -Respectfully submitted by Betty Culley, Altar Guild Chairperson 

 

Choir  Report  

The members of the choir for 2013 are: 

       

    Don and Ruth Black     Sheila Evans          Meegan Reidy          Debbie Swanson 

    Dan Booher                  Ed and Sue Fain     Kim Roberts             Lynette Ziuchkovski 

    Fred Corbin                  Carole Meyer          Jim Schlosser           Char Lingen 

    Linda Vernon Goldman                               Cheryl Blank            David Yerkes 

 

These dedicated people sing at the 10:30 a.m. service during the academic year.  We practice on Thursday 

evening from 7:00-8:00 p.m. and warm-up on Sunday before the service.  The choir sings for the late service on 

Christmas Eve. This year, several of the choir members sang with members of the First United Methodist 

Church choir for the Strawberry Festival Church service in June. The members of the choir would encourage 

others to join our merry group!                 -Submitted by Jerilyn Yerkes, Organist/Choirmaster 

 

 

 



 

 P
a

g
e1

0
 

P
a

g
e1

0
 

Columbarium Report 
 

The Vestry authorized making a third line of engraving on the niche name plate available to list branch of 

military service in lieu of placing any service ornamentation on the niche cover plate.  All niche designees were 

contacted with this information and four individuals requested the recognition. Those requests were placed in 

our permanent files. The ñRectorôs and Committee Membersô Responsibilitiesò guidelines were updated to 

include the changes in name plate engraving specifications. 

 

A ñColumbarium Customaryò was developed and posted on the St. Johnôs web site to provide information 

about our columbarium. All current niche designees received a copy of the new customary to place in their files.  

The ñFuneral Customaryò and the ñEnd of Life and Funeral Arrangementsò customary are now available on the 

St. Johnôs web site. Both were edited to include information about cremation and columbarium choices. 

Eleven of our 48 niches are presently available for purchase at $500 each. The form to make a niche purchase 

application is available as a link within the customary. There are no charges to open and then to seal a niche 

after interment.  Anyone wishing to have more information about the columbarium as an internment option is 

urged to review the customaries on the web site or to contact Rev. Jan or any member of the Committee.  

Twelve ñsaintsò are presently interred in the columbarium.  

Respectfully submitted by the Committee, Sheila Evans, Tom Sheets, Randy Pickering and Sam Hildebrand 

 

Education:  Adult  Forum 

   Our 2013 season was a lively year of varied programs, and we invite you to join in for 2014.  Currently we are 

working with an excellent series called "God in America" led by Don Booher. 

    The spring of 2013 brought us a season of exploration and reflection with programs on The Book of Common 

Prayer ("What Is There Besides Page 355?"), a demonstration/lesson about Episcopal vestments and a foray 

through varied kinds of prayer. We hosted a celebration of Rogation Day and one on Women's Saints for 

Mother's Day. Father Bill led a storytelling session too. We hosted the Bishop in Adult Education hour and 

become the nexus for "Five Families at $50," our partnership with Outreach and with First Christian and 

Wabash Avenue Presbyterian to serve the hungry in our community.  In both June and July, St. John's Adult Ed 

crew and parish in general served the hungry when we worked to distribute food from Food Finders.  This was 

in part a discernment follow-up on our study of Sara Miles' Take This Bread from the fall of 2012. 

    During the fall of 2013, we explored the early days of Christianity through the "Peter and Paul" PBS series 

and had a several-week discussion on Madeleine L'Engle's Walking on Water.  Rev Jan led sessions on ñOf you 

were a saint, who would you beò and on Matthew during the Christmas season. We decorated cookies with our 

parish families. Please join us for 2014s lively interchanges at 9:15-10:15 in Whitlock Hall           

                 -Submitted by Helen Hudson, Adult Education 

 

Education: Childrenôs Christian Education 

The Childrenôs Christian Education Committee has continued its dedication to providing classes each Sunday 

morning following the public school calendar. The class meets from 9:15-10:15 and includes a chapel/song 

time, prayer circle, lesson, craft, and snack time The curriculum had been based on age appropriate material 

from the Episcopal Diocesan website which follows the lectionary. An adjustment to our curriculum was made 

this fall, as we stopped using the lectionary lessons and added important Bible stories and activities from the 

Old Testament. Our eight studentsô ages range from pre-school through second grade.  Music leadership and 

education comes from our choirmaster, Jerilyn Yerkes. She meets with the children each week. The nursery 

supervision also falls under the Childrenôs Christian Ed Committee. Mary Gardner continues to take care of our 

youngest parishioners. Jackson Albrecht is assisting. The Childrenôs Christian Ed Class presented a Christmas 

pageant during Advent. Our team of teachers consists of Abby Twarek, Suzie Siamas, and Jane Gallagher. 

Abby Twarek will be taking over leadership of the Childrenôs Christian Education and has many new ideas for 
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the direction in which the program will move. Childrenôs Christian Education teachers and caregivers are to be 

certified as completing Safegarding Godôs Children.              -Submitted by Jane Gallagher 

 

Outreach Report 
The 2013 plan for St Johns Outreach was not only to give, but to "Go, Give, and Do."  The Outreach activities 

involved many St John's members, committee members or not.  Most items were donated outside of the 

outreach budget, and the value can never be tallied. 

  

Throughout the year, we collected  items for FISH and St Andrew's Non-Food Pantry. In February we hosted 

(and ate) the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner, with proceeds going towards Abby Twarek's foreign ministry.   

In May, we built alongside Habitat for Humanity workers, and provided lunch.  We joined the Athena's to 

provide lunch again in the fall. In June, we traveled to the Cathedral in Indianapolis to assist with their 

Strawberry festival.  The $25 each that we received for working was matched by the Outreach budget and 

donated to the Mary Ludwig Montgomery County Free Medical Clinic. Also in June, we provided summer 

lunch for 3 days to 70 local children. Twice in the summer, we provided $250 and workers to the Food Finders 

Mobile Food Bank. In September, we joined the Wabash Community Fair to welcome students. In October, we 

walked in the Crop Walk, with funds going to feed hungry persons worldwide. In November, we donated to 

assist the children filling shoe boxes through Operation Christmas Child. And in December, we donated 

Christmas gifts and toiletries for 60 children through the Reindear program of the YSB. Thanks to all. Please 

join us in 2014 as we have more to "Go, Give, and Do." -Submitted by Ellen Ball, Outreach Chair 

 

Parish Life Report 

In January 2013, the PL committee worked with Brookie and Alan White to have a White Elephant dinner & 

gift exchange at the Whitesô Yountôs Mill property, which was very well attended and very well received.  In 

late spring, a mechanism was set up to create Small Dinner Groups of 7-8 individuals, who were to schedule 3-4 

dinners amongst themselves across the next several months.  Signups meant the creations of 5 of these groups.  

Just prior to the 4th of July, Char & Don Hester hosted a wonderful Red, White & Blue Porch Party at their 

lovely farm home.  Parishioners ate, drank and made merry, playing games on the lawn, and the rain thankfully 

held off until everyone had finished eating.  In August an outing was arranged to Victory Field to see the 

Indianapolis Indians play.  This has become a ñregularò on the PL events list, and was, as always, both a bargain 

and a fun time.  The final PL event of the year was a December wine tasting at Coal Creek Cellars Winery.  20+ 

St. Johnôers met at the winery and enjoyed sampling a wide variety of CCC wines, and we learned who amongst 

us are already regulars, as they went straight to ordering a glass of their favorite. 

 

The PL Chair would like to thank the many individuals who either served on the committee or who rose up to 

suggest and help with an idea.  This includes:  Ellen Ball, Nancy Bennett, Betty Culley, Char Hester, Carole 

Meyer, Elaine Pickering, Kim Roberts, Meegan Reidy, Marikay Stultz, Brookie White, and the Rev. Jan Oller. 

Respectfully submitted, Susan Albrecht, Parish Life Chair 

 

Pledge Secretary Report 
For 2014, we have 54 pledge units totaling $138,572. Of this $7,600.00 was prepaid in 2013. 5 new pledges, 2 

moved, 29 increased and 20 remained the same. Two units pledged last year, but not this year. 

 

For 2013, we ended the year with 51 pledge units and received $125,856.88 of $128,360.00 pledged 

Prepaid in 2012 amounted to                                             4,000.00 

Total                                                                             $129,865.88 

Post paid in 2014                                                                   720.00 

Final total        $130,585.88 

Uncompleted pledges            -1,707.00 
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*Numbers vary from week to week so these numbers will not necessarily match the budgeted figures. It never 

comes out exactly because there is overlap in December and January and some units give more than pledged. 

 

A special thank you goes to the Tally Committee that quietly goes about the business of preparing the bank 

deposit each week for St. Johnôs. They include: Susan Albrecht, Ellen Ball, Nancy Bennett, Barb Easterling, Ed 

Fain, Jim Gary, John Roberts, Tom Twarek, and Alan White.  Submitted by Cindy Smith, Pledge Secretary 
 

Property Report 

The St. John's Family demonstrates great stewardship for our Church Home.  Much of our focus the past year 

was on maintaining the building & providing additional health & safety additions for compliance to commercial 

building codes. Among items of note are: 

*  New entrance door South West corner (across from sacristy). 

*  Increased exit signage & door hardware upgrades for people using the children's areas. 

*  All state & local inspections were accompanied by me & we are in full compliance with the letter & 

spirit of the applicable codes. 

*  Drywall was added to mechanical room above the hallway & above the sacristy & will have the 

addition of fire system sensors for full fire code compliance. 

*  Looking forward--- we will see improvements to Whitlock hall that will make it easier to hear & 

enjoy the programs & presentations. 

*  Seven vestry members each took one of our seven entrances and did what was necessary to provide 

for health, safety, litter removal etc. 

  

Looking forward: the Vestry has approved increased funding for future anticipated repairs (among them will be 

a new roof & ceiling insulation package for the sanctuary). Lots of gratitude:  Brian Albrecht cleans the snow 

from our walks & has made many repairs.  Sam Hildebrand has monitored several repair projects including the 

painting & masonry repairs. I will have more time to look after lighting issues, H.V.A.C. maintenance & will 

have time to do some "utility bill analysis" to help us trim our energy use even further. 

-Submitted by Jim Suren, Chair  

Shepherding Report 

 We began 2013 with meetings of the ñFlocksò at Reverend Janôs house. This was an opportunity to get to know 

each other better in an informal small group setting. We care for each other through by sending birthday or 

anniversary cards and by calls when someone is sick or homebound or has other challenges. If you would like to 

host a get-together of your ñFlockò please contact your Shepherd.  

-Submitted by Meegan Reidy and Kitty Haffner, Chairs 

 

St. Martha and St. Andrewôs Guild  Report 

Thanks to a gift, we were blessed with a dishwasher and a disposal in our kitchen. This makes clean up much 

easier and nicer for all who help with functions where our kitchen is used. Thanks to all who helped with Coffee 

Hour and other parish-wide events held at St. Johnôs during 2013.   -Submitted by Chas Cooksey 
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ST. JOHNôS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rules for Use of St. Johnôs Facilities Effective January 26, 2014 

 

We are glad that you are interested in using the facilities at St. Johnôs for your event and hope that you are 

happy with your experience at our facility.  As part of the agreement you signed when you made your 

reservation, you agreed that your organization/group would abide by the rules for using space at St. Johnôs.   

Please respect the following rules.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office at (765) 362-

2331. 

 

General Rules 

1) The use of tobacco and tobacco products is not permitted anywhere on any of St. Johnôs facilities. 

Tobacco and tobacco products include, but are not limited to: cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, 

electronic cigarettes (ñe-cigarettesò) and other ñnicotine delivery systemsò (as defined under Indiana 

law).  

2) Use only designated parking areas (refer to map provided to you).  The parking lot of First United 

Methodist Church is not available for parking unless you first obtain permission from First Methodist. 

3) Bring trash bags and remove all trash before you leave. 

4) Return tables, chairs, and any other furniture to their original position.  Any tables and chairs removed 

from the storage room should be returned there. 

5) Sweep kitchen floor and vacuum Whitlock Hall carpet as needed.  Cleaning equipment is located in the 

menôs restroom and the vacuum is in the womenôs restroom. 

6) Turn out all lights including restrooms and storage room. 

7) Make certain that the building is locked before leaving. 

8) Return the church key to the church office in order to receive your key deposit back.  Check the sign on 

the church door for current office hours.  If you are unable to come to the office during posted hours, you may 

mail the key to the church instead and then your deposit will be mailed back to you. 

 

Use of Kitchen and Coffee Pots 

1) Follow coffeepot instructions posted in the kitchen by the coffee urns. 

2) Bring your own supplies including coffee, tea, sweeteners, creamers, stirrers, cups, napkins, paper 

plates, bowls, etc. 

3) Wash and rinse coffee pots and return them to their storage area. 

4) Wash counter tops and sinks.  Leave sinks and drainers clear. 

5) Bring your own tea towels and dish cloths. 

6) Turn on exhaust fan if using the stove. 

 

FEES FOR CHURCH USE 

a. There is a facility use fee of $1 per person expected at the event up to a maximum of $15 per event 

b. Kitchen use (if applicable) is a flat fee of $15 per event 

c. The key deposit is a refundable fee of $15   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Johnôs Episcopal Church    +    212 S. Green St.   +    Crawfordsville, IN  47933   +   (765) 362-2331 
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Proposed Amendment to the Bylaws of St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, Crawfordsville Indiana 

 

A request has been made to amend the Parish Bylaws to explicitly permit absentee ballots at elections for 

Vestry and Delegates to Diocesan Convention or other meetings of the Parish.  Currently, the Parish Bylaws are 

silent on the issue of absentee ballots. 

 

Diocesan Canon 18, Section 3(b) provides that ñvoting by absentee ballot may be authorized in the Bylaws of a 

parish.ò 

 

At a meeting of the Vestry on January 15, 2014, there was agreement to offer an Amendment to the Parish 

Bylaws to permit absentee ballots for a vote at the Annual Meeting in accordance with Article XIV.1. The 

proposed text of the Amendment to the Parish Bylaws is as follows, shown in red: 

 

X. Membership in the Parish é. 

3. At meetings of members of the Parish, duly enrolled members who shall have attained the age of 

sixteen (16) years, and have been worshippers in the congregation and contributors to its support for at 

least one (1) month immediately preceding such meeting shall be entitled to vote in elections for the 

Vestry and upon such matters that may be taken in accordance with the Canons of the Diocese or these 

By-Laws. If a duly enrolled member is not able to be present at the meeting for good cause shown 

(absence from Crawfordsville, illness or similar reason as determined by the Priest), the member 

may vote by absentee ballot. The Clerk of the Vestry or the Priest shall provide the member with 

an absentee ballot, which must be received by the Church Office prior to the beginning of the 

meeting of the Parish. The absentee ballot must be in a sealed envelope and will not be opened 

until th e votes of those actually present at the meeting are cast and counted.  
 

Respectfully submitted, The Rev. Jan Oller 

January 16, 2014 
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